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The project 
“Ghost Invaders –
Les MystEres 
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Drum parade in front of the Cathedrale of Saint-Denis



  

A/  transmedia fiction

Ghost Invaders – Les Mystères de la Basilique



  

A transmedia story unfolds across multiple 
media platforms, with each new element
making a distinctive and valuable 
contribution to the whole. 

H. Jenkins, Convergence Culture : Where Old and 
New Media Collide, 2006 : 95.

«

»



  

Saint-Denis 30 march - 28 april 2012



Ghost Invaders - Basilica of Saint-Denis : video installation illusion   



Ghost Invaders : press article  



Ghost Invaders : mobile app 



Online videos



Ghost Invaders : Web site 



Actors with phones, social networks profiles and business card



../../../VIDEOS/GI_court.mpg


  

B/ Hybridization of role-playing games with 

alternate reality games: the gameplay

Ghost Invaders – Les Mystères de la Basilique



  Main Website : create a profile & compose a group 
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Designing 
“Ghost Invaders”: 
security and ethics 
in the eyes of its creators
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a/ Creating a game for the city of Saint-Denis: 

compromising between creation freedom, security 

and respect in a very unique city

Ghost Invaders – Les Mystères de la Basilique



  

Objective: embed our game in the city and 

be respectful.

Surprisingly easy to involve inhabitants and 

workers of Saint-Denis in the project.



  

Respecting the city and its inhabitants: a 

positive and stimulating frame.

Security of team and players induced both 

necessary and painful constraints



  

b/ Reality and illusion, fun trick or cheat: 

ethical considerations

Ghost Invaders – Les Mystères de la Basilique



  

18 characters pretending to be real 

to guide our players. 



  Events & Press articles



  

Fake profiles on social networks, fake 

web sites, altered Wikipedia pages

Is it moral and legally acceptable to 

create an ARG? 



  3Consequences of the 
physical world's aspect 
of the game on players 
and spectators experience
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a/ The pleasures and fears of uncertainty:

 reaction of players facing the 

“real” aspects of an ARG

Ghost Invaders – Les Mystères de la Basilique



  

  it is hard to know if some characters are real
Interview with the player whose pseudonym was Joun, translated from French

« »



  Fictional character (Journaliste) Claire de Poirant talking with 

visitors



  

Uncertainty is acceptable, but only for people 

aware that they were playing.



  

b/ Repercussion of security issues and 

physical world constraints on playability

Ghost Invaders – Les Mystères de la Basilique



  Players at the Art and History Museum of Saint-Denis

Safety constraints: 
limiting the creators but mostly unnoticed by players



  

c/  A dangerous game?

Ghost Invaders – Les Mystères de la Basilique



  

Some players confused reality and fiction at least once



  

The most pressing concern is not losing one’s mind but the actual dangers of the physical world. 

The most pressing concern is not 
losing one’s mind but the actual 
dangers of the physical world. 



  TConclude
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Saint-Denis is both contemporary and 
steeped in history. Consequently, if a royal 
ghost had to land somewhere in real life, it 
could be here.

Extract of the anonymous survey and translated 
from French

«

»



  

Puppet Master problem

Jane McGonigal 2010

« »



  

Total control is impossible

Both the weakness and the beauty of ARG
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Some
Questions
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More
informations
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[        ]www.karleen.fr
www.armaghia.fr
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